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Historical Society of New Mexico
President’s Message

Dear HSNM Members,
As you can see from the changing new look of La Crónica, our Society is experiencing some transformations.
The modifications to La Crónica, guided by board member Dawn Santiago, are part of an ongoing effort initiated
by the Board to promote the presence of our Society and its programs, in the hope of increasing a greater awareness of and participation in them. In short, we have a lot to offer a wide audience, and we want to make more
people aware of who we are.
Also in this regard, with the bylaw changes passed at our business meeting in Flagstaff, we began to restructure the Society’s leadership. This restructuring will be completed if the bylaw changes, sent to you shortly along
with a list of candidates for the Board to be voted on, are approved at the business meeting in Alamogordo.
Various members of the Board and a very active local arrangements committee under the direction of Jean
Killer, Dr. David Townsend, and others have been hard at work to make our conference at New Mexico State
University Alamogordo on April 19-21 a rewarding experience for all in attendance. The plenary address will be
given by the noted author Michael McGarrity about how the Tularosa Basin has influenced his work, followed by
a reception at the New Mexico Museum of Space History. These events will precede two full days of educational
sessions on diverse aspects of the intriguing history of our state, with some specifically about the Tularosa Basin.
The annual business meeting and awards banquet, a book auction and sale, book vendors, and several interesting
tours also are part of the mix. There also are numerous sites of local interest to partake of, for those of you that
wish to stay longer.
My wife Judy and I are looking forward to the Alamogordo conference and to seeing many of you there.

With warmest regards,
Dennis Reinhartz
President, Historical Society of New Mexico
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First Overland Submarine Cruise
Japanese Submarine Visits
12 New Mexico Communities in 12 Days
by Dick Brown & Roland Penttila
The year 2018 marks the seventh-fifth anniversary of the U.S. Treasury Department’s nationwide War Savings Bond Campaign
that featured a Japanese submarine captured the day after the Pearl Harbor attack. The campaign toured New Mexico between
January 7and 18, 1943.
It was very late on December 6, 1941, on a moonlit sea, about ten miles off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii,
when Ensign Kazuo Sakamaki and Petty Officer Kiyoshi Inagaki squeezed through the sixteen-inch conning tower hatch of their midget submarine (HA-19)1,
which was clamped to the aft deck of its mother ship,
Japanese submarine I-24. Once the seamen were
aboard, the two vessels slipped beneath the surface.
The HA-19 detached at 11:00 p.m. and started its
submerged run toward Pearl Harbor.
Sakamaki’s orders called for the HA-19 to arrive at
the entrance of the harbor by 8:00 a.m. and prepare
to attack aircraft carriers, battleships, and cruisers
during the lull between Japan’s two aerial assaults.
Due to a malfunctioning gyrocompass, the twoman midget submarine was unable to navigate into
the dredged channel. It went aground on coral reefs

multiple times and never joined the surprise attack.
Inagaki and Sakamaki, realizing their predicament,
tried scuttling the HA-19, but their efforts failed. The
HA-19 continued to drift around Diamond Head
and Koko Head, finally snagging on another reef at
Waimanala Beach, about fifteen miles due east of
Pearl Harbor. During the seamen’s ordeal, Inagaki
ultimately drowned and Sakamaki became the very
first Japanese prisoner of war.2
After the miniature submarine’s discovery, the
U.S. Navy salvaged the ill-fated top secret weapon,
with the torpedoes and demolition charges removed
for safety. In January 1942 it was shipped on the deck
of a freighter to the mainland for study by naval engineers. Once they were done, the United States decided to repurpose the Japanese submarine to aid our
own war effort. Although the HA-19 failed miserably
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in inflicting maximum damage to the Pacific Fleet,
its new mission for the United States was to make the
first overland submarine cruise in history and be part
of an overwhelming fundraising success, the U.S. War
Savings Bond campaign.
After removal of select heavy equipment, such as
the motor and the storage batteries, to reduce weight,
the war prize was refitted with sheet-metal replica
equipment and loaded onto a custom-designed flatbed of a tractor-trailer rig for a very special overland
journey. Before leaving Mare Island Naval Shipyard
in Vallejo, California, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
visited the HA-19.The U.S. War Savings Bond campaign commenced in San Francisco on “Navy Day”
on October 27, 1942. The Japanese submarine was
the star attraction, standing out among the static displays and parades, all in an effort to encourage Americans across the country to buy war savings bonds.
War bonds were debt securities or a loan to the
government for the purpose of financing military operations during wartime. They were sold in discounted face value denominations from $25 to $10,000 and
matured in ten years with a 2.9 percent return on the
investment. For example, a $25 bond cost $18.75.
To encourage competition, towns and cities received
quotas of how many bonds to sell. For New Mexicans
and other Americans on the home front, the submarine tour served as a tangible connection to the
war—a way to contribute to national defense while
avenging the Pearl Harbor attack.
After three months of touring communities
throughout California and crossing southern Arizona via Yuma, Phoenix, Tucson, Benson, Bisbee,
and Douglas, the road show entered New Mexico
on Highway 80. The U.S. Treasury Department
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had hired the services of Bigge Drayage Company
of Oakland, California, to haul around the country
the eighty-one-foot long, six-foot diameter submarine
on the ninety-four-foot long freight truck. Its drivers,
Claude Causley and Robert Trutner, had to master
maneuvering their 1940s-style “big rig” through city
streets, up steep grades, and around mountain curves.
To insure safe travels through New Mexico, Governor
John Dempsey assigned the State Police as a statewide escort for the midget submarine, specifically
having patrol cars ride in front and in the rear of the
tractor-trailer rig. New Mexicans must have been fascinated by the sight of an enemy submarine cruising
east on Highway 80.
About noon on January 7, 1943, the HA-19 arrived
at its first port of call—Lordsburg. An honor guard
and six hundred Lordsburg school children greeted
the Japanese submarine. Ironically, Lordsburg was
also the home of an internment camp for Japanese
Americans. Once the opening festivities were completed, the people had a chance to inspect the submarine more closely. Among the modifications made
to the submarine at the shipyard was the installation
of hinged catwalks and twenty-two viewing windows
cut into the quarter-inch thick pressure hull. Purchasers of $10,000 in bonds received a piece of the
steel hull—a window cutout. The price of admission
to view the submarine’s interior was the purchase of
a $1 war savings stamp for adults and a twenty-five-

President Franklin D. Roosevelt checks out the HA-19 Japanese midget
submarine while touring the Mare Island Navy Yard in 1942. With
the president in the car is Vice Admiral John W. Greenslade, Commander 12th Naval District, and Rear Admiral Wilhelm L. Friedel,
Commandant Mare Island Navy Yard. Secret Service guard Roosevelt.
#NH47036 Navy History and Heritage Command, U.S. Navy
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cent war savings stamp for children. Ten-cent and
85, the tractor-trailer rolled into Hot Springs (Truth
twenty-five-cent savings stamps, very popular with or Consequences) on Tuesday, January 12, for anothchildren, could be saved toward a bond. Prior to the er spirited one-hour stop. The exhibit generated just
submarine’s departure, Lordsburg citizens had purover $2,200 in war bonds and stamp sales before conchased nearly $1,900 worth of war bonds and stamps.
tinuing on to Socorro where patriotic New Mexicans
Deming was the next stop, and its citizens, already turned out to see America’s first war trophy.
supportive of the military with bomber training at its
The residents in all the towns excitedly watched
U.S. Army air field, topped Lordsburg’s contribution
as the set of steps and catwalks were rigged out so
with $2,500 worth of purchases. On January 8, the that they could climb up and peer into the submabig rig arrived at its next destination of Las Cruces. rine’s cramped interior, which included two life-size
A contingent of naval trainees from New Mexico A uniformed dummies with fierce Samurai expressions
& M College met the HA-19 at the intersection of
seated next to the periscope. In Belen on January
Highways 80 and 85 and
13, a crowd of over two
escorted it downtown. The
thousand came out to see
Las Cruces War Bonds pathe captured submarine,
rade included high school
shaped like an overgrown
bands and members of the
torpedo and carrying a
Reserved Officer Training
banner with the rallying
Corps (ROTC) unit. For
cry “Remember Pearl
several weeks, in anticipaHarbor.”
tion of the arrival of the
That evening, the HAcampaign, children had
19 was routed to Kirtland
been bringing dimes to
Air Field in Albuquerque,
school every Wednesday
where it dropped anchor
to buy war savings stamps.
for the night, allowing serDuring the rally, the Las
vice members at the base
Cruces Fire Department
special access to the subInterior of HA-19 Japanese midget submarine. $NH91336
sounded a siren thirty-five
marine. The following day,
Courtesy Naval History and Heritage Command, U.S. Navy
times, each blast signaling
the Albuquerque Journal ran
the purchase of a $1,000
a full-page advertisement
war bond. Total sales exceeded $100,000 and includfor the war bonds parade featuring three U.S. Navy
ed $2,200 raised by Union High School plus $10,000 photographs of the HA-19. Schools and businesses
from the town of Anthony and $800 from Mesilla.
closed, and by mid-morning twenty thousand pubAfter an overnight stay in Las Cruces, the traveling
lic-spirited Albuquerqueans lined Central Avenue for
exhibit spent two days in west Texas, visiting El Paso
the biggest parade ever staged in the city.
on the January 9 and Fort Bliss the next day. Sales
From Kirtland, the submarine cruised north on
during the El Paso exhibit included the purchase of
Yale Avenue and turned west on Central Avenue.
four $25,000 war bonds. At Fort Bliss, Major General The parade formally started at Broadway, headed by
Innis Palmer Swift, 1st Cavalry Division Commander,
the first Kirtland Field commander, Colonel Frank
announced that his division would purchase $25,000 Hackett; the Mobile Air Training Depot commander,
worth of war bonds. The piece of the submarine hull
Colonel John Fite; and City Commission Chairman
awarded to the division was used in a plaque honorClyde Tingley. Spectators jammed the sidewalks as
ing a former Fort Bliss cavalry officer killed in action
the pageant moved west along Central from Broadin Africa. Another officer pledged a $5,000 purchase. way, underneath the Santa Fe Railway underpass and
The road show returned to New Mexico and starton toward Eighth Street. Besides hundreds of soldiers
ed its journey up the Rio Grande Valley on Highway from both military establishments, the parade includ85. After passing through Las Cruces again, the camed UNM’s Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
paign stopped at the Village of Hatch for one hour
(NROTC) unit, the 31st Army Air Force Band, the
where it raised $4,300. Heading north on Highway
American Women’s Voluntary Service, the Women’s
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Westbound on Central Avenue, the captured Japanese submarine was the star of
Albuquerque’s War Bonds parade. A1982.118-19 Albuquerque Museum.

Army Auxiliary Corps, the American Legion Drum
and Bugle Corps, and veterans of World War I.
At Eighth Street the tractor-trailer rig turned around
and moored between Fourth and Fifth Streets
where it was blocked off and guarded for the next
twelve hours.
When the rig came to a stop for the static display
and fundraising campaign, the crowd immediately
surrounded the submarine, pushing and shoving to
be the first to buy war bonds and stamps to see inside
it. After the initial stampede, spectators, facilitated by
the fold-down steps and catwalks, formed an orderly
steady stream. The City of Albuquerque purchased a
$10,000 bond and received a coveted piece of the hull
as a token of its support. Sand from the bow, from
when the submarine beached on Oahu, was made
available to purchasers of $1,000 bonds. In the afternoon KOB Radio conducted a special broadcast
from the exhibit. The captured submarine inspired
local residents and visitors from nearby towns to buy
$175,000 worth of war bonds and stamps.
On January 15, the fundraising submarine’s jour-

ney continued through Tijeras Canyon on Route 66.
It was time for some mountain driving. Highway engineers in each state had laid out the routes for the
submarine to take, after all who better than them
to be familiar with all the overpasses, underpasses,
curves, and grades. With the tractor-trailer rig weighing 75,600 pounds, bridge load capacities were always
of concern. So were low underpasses. The top of the
conning tower to the pavement measured 15.5 feet.
At the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad underpass in Albuquerque, the submarine had to be rotated
using a winch and moveable cradles on the trailer rig
to achieve the necessary clearance, and then returned
to its upright position as it entered downtown. The
drivers of the tractor-trailer had already had several
learning experiences since they had started their journey. Three hours after leaving the Vallejo shipyard, a
vehicle in San Francisco lost its windows when the rig
swung its tail in a tight turn. Then shortly after that,
the submarine’s tail damaged another car in Oakland. After eleven weeks on the road, the drivers were
now more adept at handling sharp curves.

La Crónica de Nuevo México

Page 5

With some trepidation, the drivers
guided their rig into Tijeras Canyon
to reach the next tour stop on the east
side of the mountains—Buford, now
part of Moriarty. Caution was needed
on Deadman’s Curve, but the drivers
in northern California had learned
to negotiate hairpin turns and steep
grades without needing the lowest gear.
As it turns out, the two-lane highway
around Deadman’s Curve was easily
handled, and the submarine cruised
east on Route 66 through the canyon
community of Tijeras and the ranching community of Edgewood. Imagine
the shock and awe of those who had to
make way for the captured Japanese The HA-19 Japanese midget submarine on display at the National Museum of the Pacivfic
submarine—a submarine which found War in Fredericksburg, Texas. Photo by Carol M. Highsmith. Courtesy Library of Congress
itself a mile above sea level instead of
for the war effort, the current equivalent of over $64
operating in its natural environment below sea level.
million.
The rig pulled off Route 66 in Buford. It was a Friday
From Pecos, the road show made stops in Midafternoon, the end of a busy work week, and the subland/Odessa, Big Spring, Abilene, Fredericksburg,
marine attracted many onlookers. Several businessSan Antonio, Austin and points east, including Washes in nearby Estancia closed early so that employees ington, D.C., and New York City. By mid-February,
could visit the submarine display.
the tour had visited 150 communities in California,
Further east on Route 66, the rig turned southeast Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. The HA-19 cononto Highway 285 for port calls in the Pecos River
tinued to travel the country throughout the war, and
Valley. The submarine spent the weekend in Roswell, it was at the Navy Pier in Chicago when the war enda city with both a POW camp and a flight school for ed in 1945.
the Army Air Corps. The weekend break gave drivers
Of the five submarines and ten submariners atCausley and Trutner a well-deserved rest, and pertempting to sneak into Pearl Harbor, all but the HAhaps time for the gravity of what they were doing—
19 and Sakamaki perished. In January of 1947, the
the vital importance of their part in the war effort—to Japanese miniature submarine went on display at the
sink in. The war for America had started but cities Key West Naval Station. In 1991, the submarine belike Roswell would help bring it to an end. Its patriotcame a permanent exhibit in the George H.W. Bush
ic citizens raised over $213,000 in bond sales!
Gallery of the National Museum of the Pacific War in
On January 18, the HA-19 resumed its journey
Fredericksburg, Texas, the hometown of Fleet Admisouth on Highway 28. During a one-hour stop in Arral Chester Nimitz. That is when Sakamaki was invittesia, an amazing $93,450 was collected for the War
ed to attend a symposium commemorating the fiftieth
Savings Bond program, while thousands of local and
anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attack. He met other
regional flag-waving Artesians viewed the submarine.
Pearl Harbor veterans and was reunited with his old
The final Pecos River Valley community on the New
submarine, by then a National Historic Landmark.
Mexico tour was Carlsbad. Like Roswell and DemThoughts of his lost shipmate, the faulty gyrocoming, Carlsbad was in the habit of supporting its local
pass, his failed mission, and the demise of the othmilitary, being the home of the Carlsbad Army Air
er four boats must have haunted him until his death
Field, a bomber training facility. As a result, the resion November 29, 1999, at age 81. Sakamaki knew
dents raised $77,000. Late that day, the HA-19 finally that the five midgets were never intended to survive.
exited New Mexico and headed for Pecos, Texas. The They were a suicide squadron and he regretted his
New Mexico tour had generated a total of $700,000
own survival.
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However, the repurposed Japanese midget submarine’s overland travels far exceeded its undersea travels. It passed through two thousand cities, towns, and
villages in forty-one states. World War II was still raging and, despite America’s decisive naval victory at the
Battle of Midway, she needed something more to cheer
about. The war bonds campaign helped raise spirits—
and funds—averaging $22,000 per hour while the submarine was on display, enough to finance the repair of
all of the ships damaged during the surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor.

Inagaki abandoned ship (and reportedly drowned in the pounding surf) as Sakamaki set the scuttling charge. It failed to detonate
as he swam ashore and collapsed on the beach. HA-19 floundered
in the waves. On December 8, 1941, the day Congress approved
a Declaration of War against Japan, Sakamaki was awakened by
an American soldier pointing a pistol at him. He asked that he be
allowed to commit suicide. Request denied. Later it was learned
that Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, the Japanese Fleet Commander
and architect of the Pearl Harbor attack, was outraged that the
disgraced submariner allowed himself to be captured alive, and
his top secret submarine to end up in enemy hands.

Endnotes
HA-19 was one of five midget submarines the Japanese
deployed during the Pearl Harbor attack. It was powered by a single 600-hp Toshiba electric motor, driving two counter-rotating
concentric propellers. It was armed with two 800-pound muzzle-loaded torpedoes in vertically stacked bow tubes and carried
a 300-pound scuttling charge.
2The Japanese seamen had been overcome by battery fumes
and their submarine had been drifting with the currents. They
awoke at night off Waimanalo, south of the Army’s Bellows Field.

Bibliography
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warfarehistorynetwork.com/daily/wwii/ensign-kazuo-sakamaki-underwater-peril-at-pearl-harbor/

1The

2018 New Mexico History Conference
Alamogordo, New Mexico
Thursday, April 19-Saturday, April 21, 2018
at New Mexico State University Alamogordo
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Book Reviews and Notes

of the Latest Scholarship on History and
Culture of New Mexico and the Borderlands
Spanish Colonial Women and the laW; Complaints, laWsuits, and Criminal Behavior;
doCuments from the spanish Colonial arChives of neW mexiCo, 1697-1749
By Linda Tigges, editor, and J. Richard Salazar, transcriber and translator. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 2016.
Illus., maps, bibliog., index, glossary, 533 pp. Spanish-English edition ISBN 978-163293-105-4 (hardcover)
$60.00; 978-1-63293-104-7 (softcover) $40.00; English only edition ISBN 978-1-63293-186-3 (softcover) $25.00.
Historical documentary research doesn’t come
any better than this! The combined skills, experience,
and dedication to detail of Tigges and Salazar have
made available a compendium of extremely valuable
and interesting documents from the period of late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. This work
is valuable not only for researchers in New Mexico’s
Spanish colonial history, but also for readers with varied interests.
The body of work consists of thirty-one documents,
each transcribed in Spanish and translated into English (an English-only edition is available), each preceded by “Synopsis and editor’s notes,” and by extensive, detailed endnotes applying to both synopsis and
document. Casual readers will find much satisfaction
in perusing the synopses with notes, after reading the
thirty-four-page “Historical Introduction” which includes 170 endnotes. This introductory writing is an
important work in itself, perhaps meriting separate
publication. There are also a gracious “Foreword” by
Henrietta Martinez Christmas and a “Preface” by the
Editor and the Transcriber and Translator-in-chief.
(Several documents were translated by other named
persons.)
The documents, with accoutrements, vary in length
from three to thirty-eight pages, averaging about fourteen pages each. Looking at chronology, only five originated in the first two decades covered (1690-1710),
fourteen in the 1710s, six in the 1720-30s, and six in
the 1740s. Each reveals a woman seeking justice or involved in some sort of legal issue under the Spanish
colonial legal system. The women’s circumstances are
varied, many involving property and reflecting marital
or marital-related issues.
Taken arbitrarily, in the first document the action involves three women (two were sisters) and
rock- throwing and accusation of one being called a

“bawdry whore.” The tenth document reveals a daughter seeking to obtain the two-cow inheritance intended
by her deceased uncle, mishandled before she came
of age, her father’s whereabouts being unknown. The
outcome here is not known, the documentary record
incomplete, as in other cases. In the twentieth document plain robbery was at issue, one Isidro Sanchez
averring that the “devil ledhim” to steal from the presidio storehouse. Fleeing lovers (soldier aged twenty-five,
married woman just nineteenth) got only to San Ildefonso before their plans went astray, as related in the
thirtieth document. Thus, a taste of the rich variety
of colonial life revealed in this revealing compendium.
Praise of this book, offered above, is genuine but
may be tempered by realization that it falls just a bit
short of perfection. The index is admirably comprehensive, but does not include the translators of a few
documents which are not the work of J. Richard Salazar. They are Aaron Taylor (Documents 7, 20, and 28)
and Dorothy Mason and Rick Hendricks (18 and 22).
On page 73 the translation is of children “who are less
than ten years of age,” but the version in Spanish reads
of children “not older than ten.” An occasional translation seems strained, for example, on page 460, reading “It is desired that the entire kingdom be without
problems,” when the Spanish original speaks simply of
desiring “quietud” (p. 462). The “Glossary” is useful
but does not include abogado, sitio, carga, or aguaje, all
referred to in other definitions; santuario is misspelled
(with a “c”); and refugio is out of place alphabetically.
There are typos, inconsequential as with other items
herewith, numerous enough to keep a careful reader
on the alert, but not to contradict from the first sentence above, that this is an exemplary, laudable work
of historical documentary research.
John Porter Bloom
Las Cruces, NM
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uprooting Community: Japanese mexiCans, World War ii,
and the u.s.-mexiCo Borderlands.

By Selfa A. Chew. Tucson:The University of Arizona Press, 2015. Photos, notes, bibliography, index,
236 pages. ISBN 97-808-16532384 (softcover); ISBN 97-808-1653284 (e-book).
Mexico has a long and sometimes forgotten history of Asian-Mexican populations including an established, if small, ethnic Japanese-Mexican citizenry.
Despite few legal restrictions for Japanese-Mexicans,
social discrimination was ever present since the early
1800s and many Spanish-colonial centric Mexicans
did not consider Asian Mexicans and their children
“ideal mestizaje” citizens. It should come as no surprise then that under the U.S. American-friendly presidency of Ávila Camacho, Japanese Mexicans experienced hardships during World War II. One would
expect Selfa Chew’s Uprooting Community, which takes
up the plight of Japanese Mexcicans during World War
II, to resemble the sad and inhumane story of Japanese
Americans in this country during the same period.
To be sure, there are similarities in the treatment of
Japanese-Americans and Japanese-Mexican citizens
during World War II. Like their American counterparts, Japanese Mexican citizens, as an ethnic group,
were forcefully removed from the Pacific coast and
from the Mexican-American borderlands. Mexican
and American citizens of German and Italian descent,
instead, were only removed on a case by case basis.
Japanese Mexicans were given a “choice” to relocated to Mexico City or to Guadalajara in the interior of
Mexico or to report to one of the quickly established
internment camps such as Villa Aldama, Batán, or
Temixco. In an effort to build a hemispheric defense
against Axis forces, they lost their established homes,
established cultural ties, and faith in their chosen home
country. That many of them had Mexican citizenship
and/or Mexican spouses and Mexican children, was
never taken into consideration during their compulsory removal.
Selfa Chew documents these dramas after detailed
research in U.S. American and Mexican archives and
with the help of internment camp survivors. Long
interviews with many Japanese Mexicans like Raúl
Hiromoto Yoshino (Temixco) and Susana Kobashi
Sánchez (Mexico City) were woven into her work and
illustrate the painful and unfair situation that we are
familiar with Japanese-American internment camps in
the United States.

Along with these similar injustices against U.S.
Americans or Mexicans of Japanese descent, surface
considerably more dissimilarities. Unlike Japanese
Americans, Japanese Mexicans were required to pay
their own way to the internment camps or to Mexico City. With many of them being subsistence farmers and workers, they had to borrow money for the
fare inland and had to worry about how to support
Mexican family members left behind. In the cities,
jobs were hard to come by with the general anti-Japanese attitudes of Mexicans, and in the camps, they
were treated like slaves who had to work for a patron
who paid them little, if anything. Conversely, interned
Japanese Mexicans had to pay for their own food and
general upkeep. To make matters worse, after the war,
many Japanese Mexicans (and Japanese Peruvians)
did not regain their citizenship and remained stateless
for years.
To emphasize this aggravating injustice toward Japanese Mexicans, Chew expands when appropriate her
story to South Americans of Japanese origin and also
follows one Japanese Mexican family into the U.S. interment camp of Crystal City, Texas. In the end, there
is no comparison about who fared worse, as camp life
on either side of the border was miserable and illegal.
But Japanese Mexicans endured hardship beyond
World War II and are still awaiting financial and intellectual acknowledgement from the government for
their sufferings. Selfa Chew’s well written and well
documented work humanizes the plight of Japanese
Mexicans during World War II.
Tomas Jaehn
Director of Center for Southwest Research and Special
Collections
University of New Mexico
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NEW BOOKS FOR YOUR
NEW MEXICO HISTORY BOOKSHELF
Compiled by Richard Melzer
Alexander, Francelle. Albuquerque’s North Valley: Alameda & Los Ranchos. Albuquerque: Rio Grande
Books, 2017.

Hendrickson, Brett. The Healing Power of the Santuario
de Chimayó: America’s Miraculous Church. New York:
New York University Press, 2017.

Alexander, Francelle. Albuquerque’s North Valley: Los
Griegos & Los Candelarias. Albuquerque: Rio
Grande Books, 2017

Jackson, Chris. Albuquerque Beer: Duke City History on
Tap. Charleston: History Press, 2017.

Burrola, Elizabeth Hardin, Carol Sarath, and Bob
Rosebrough. Legendary Locals of Gallup. Charleston:
Arcadia, 2017.

Kishbaugh, Alan Louis. Deep Waters: Frank Waters Remembered in Letters and Commentary. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2017.

Canaday, John. Critical Assembly: Poems of the Manhattan Project. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2017.

Kiser, William S. Borderlands of Slavery: The Struggle
Over Captivity and Peonage in the American Southwest.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2017.

Cantú, Roberto Cantú. The Forked Juniper: Critical
Perspectives on Rudolfo Anaya. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2016.

Lawrence, Deborah and Jon Lawrence. Contesting the
Borderlands: Interviews on the Early Southwest. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.

Cillia, Daniel Cillis. World War I in New Mexico.
Charleston: History Press, 2017.

Lentis, Marinella. Colonized through Art: American Indian Schools and Art Education, 1889-1915. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2017.

Conant, Jennet. Man of the Hour: James B. Conant, Warrior Scientist. New York: Simon & Shuster, 2017.
Coy, Cissie Coy. Dennis Chavez: The First Hispanic U.S.
Senator/El Primer Senador Hispano de los Estado Unidos. n.c.: Pinata Books, 2017. Grades 3-7.
Frankel, Glenn. High Noon: The Hollywood Blacklist
and the Making of an American Classic. New York:
Bloomsbury, 2017.
Fye, Glenn, Byron A. Johnson, and Mo Palmer. Albuquerque Museum Photo Archives Collection: Images in
Silver. Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 2017.
Gorenfeld, Will and John Gorenfeld. Kearny’s Dragoons Out West: The Birth of the U.S. Cavalry. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.
Grasso, Linda M. Equal under the Sky: Georgia O’Keeffe
and Twentieth-Century Feminism. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press 1, 2017.

Malmgren, Peter and Kay Matthews. Los Alamos Revisited: A Workers’ History. n.c.: Wink, 2017.
McNamee, Gregory. Tortillas, Tiswin, and T-Bones: A
Food History of the Southwest. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2017.
McQuitty, Janelle Wootton. No Time to Quit: Pioneer
American Seen through the Life of Rocky Mountain Man
Uncle Dick Wootton. n.c.: Createspace, 2017.
Melzer, Richard. Captain Maximiliano Luna: A New
Mexico Rough Rider. Albuquerque: Rio Grande
Books, 2017.
Melzer, Richard and John Taylor, eds. Tragic Trails
and Enchanted Journeys: More Tales of the Rio Abajo.
Albuquerque: Rio Grande Books, 2017.
Michno, Gregory F. Michno. Depredation and Deceit:
The Making of the Jicarilla and Ute Wars in New Mexico. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2017.
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Minge, Ward Alan, and Deborah C. Slaney. Casa San
Ysidro: The Gutiérrez/Minge House in Corrales, New
Mexico. Albuquerque: Museum of Albuquerque,
2017.
Pacheco, Ana. Early Santa Fe. Charleston: Arcadia,
2017.
Randle, Kevin. Encounter in the Desert: The Case for
Alien Contact at Socorro. Newburyport, Massachusetts: New Page Books, 2017.
Sanders, R. D. Underground and Radioactive: Adventures
of a Uranium Miner in 1970s New Mexico. Jefferson,
North Carolina: McFarland, 2017.
Sedillo, Paul James. Solidarity Through Pride: LGBT
Pride in Albuquerque, 1976-2016. Albuquerque:
ABQ Press, 2017.
Thompson, Doug. Underground Ranger: Adventures in
Carlsbad Caverns National Park and Other Remarkable
Places. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico,
2016.

Tigges, Linda and J. Richard Salazar, eds. Spanish
Colonial Women and the Law, 1697-1749: Complaints,
Lawsuits, and Criminal Behavior Documents from the
Spanish Colonial Archives of New Mexico. Santa Fe:
Sunstone Press, 2017
Torrez, Robert J. Voices from the Past: The Comanche
Raid of 1776 and Other Tales of New Mexico History.
Albuquerque: Rio Grande Books, 2017.
Waszut-Barrett, Wendy, and Jo Whaley, editors. The
Santa Fe Scottish Rite Temple: Freemasonry, Architecture, and the Theatre. Santa Fe: Museum of New
Mexico Press, 2018.
Weber, David J., and William deBuys. First Impressions: A Reader’s Journey to Iconic Places of the American Southwest. New Haven, Yale University Press,
2017.

HSNM 2018 Grant Program
Deadline
Is May 31, 2018
The grant program is to help individuals, organizations, and institutions that are members of
HSNM to further individual and group projects consistent with the stated purposes of the Society,
which are:
• To increase the knowledge of New Mexico history
• To disseminate information about the history of New Mexico and the Southwest
• To encourage the preservation of historic objects and property.
The maximum grant amount is $1,000 and no matching amount is required. All individual and organizational applicants must be members of the Historical Society of New Mexico. For details and
to down the application form, please visit the HSNM website grants page at www.hsnm.org/grants.
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The Historical Society of New Mexico
Who We Are Part I
On December 26, 1859, a group of twenty-five influential men representing a wide variety of New Mexico’s interests gathered to approve the constitution
and by-laws of the Historical Society of New Mexico.
The mission of the new organization was to collect
and preserve all “historical facts, manuscripts, documents, records and memoirs” relating to New Mexico
as well as collect “Indian antiquities and curiosities,
geological and mineralogical specimens, geographical
maps and information, and objects of natural history.”
Next the members elected officers: Lt. Col. John
Breckinridge Grayson, the Chief of Commissary of
New Mexico, as president; Col. W. A. Street, a retired
military officer, as vice president; Dr. W. J. Sloan, a
military doctor at Fort Marcy, as corresponding secretary; David V. Whiting, a Venezuelan who was official
translator for the Office of Surveyor General, as recording secretary; and Winslow J. Howard, a jeweler
and assayer, as curator and librarian.
On January 30, 1860, the new Society convened
for their first regular meeting. News about the organization had spread and twenty-five more leaders of
the region were accepted as membership, including
Bishop Jean Lamy who had rented them the hall the
Society was now occupying for their meetings and display of its collection. Curator Howard reported that
items had already been donated to the Society’s newly
established collection and library.
Two days later the Historical Society of New Mexico’s Act of Incorporation was approved by the New
Mexico Territorial Legislature. Enthusiasm for supporting the new organization grew and membership
increased, including representatives of military, religious, business, and politics circles. For example, early
members included Rev. Jean Salpointe (later Bishop
of Arizona and Archbishop of New Mexico); Aaron
Zeckendorf and William Zeckendorf ( Jewish businessmen of Santa Fe), Elias Brevoort (an entrepreneur
who later wrote about a book about New Mexico’s
natural resources), S. A. Hubbell (a judge), Col. Benjamin L. E. Bonneville (who was famous for his military
expedition in 1832 searching for a route to Oregon),
Sylvester Mowry (mine owner of Cerro Colorado near
Tubac, Arizona—at this time still part of New Mexi-

co), and Ceran St. Vrain (the famous mountain man
and fur trader of Taos who helped found Bent’s Fort
in southeastern Colorado), and José Guadalupe Gallegos (former San Miguel County sheriff and current
legislator).
Donations also increased. A sampling of items include one sea horse, maps, a sword from the era of
King Charles III of Spain (from Lt. Col. Grayson),
one incrustation from Cleremont, France (by Rev.
Jean Salpointe), the original coat of arms attached to
the office of General Armijo; copper specimens from
Santa Rita, New Mexico; the ear of an Arapahoe Indian ornamented with beads; Pueblo pottery from the
ruins at Inscription Rock at Abiquiu; an 1846 letter
from the President of Mexico to General Armijo, governor of New Mexico; 1842 and 1843 commissions of
the Mexican government signed by President Antonio
Lopez de Santa Ana; an Apache Chief scalp; and the
Great Seal of the New Mexico Territory used upon
the organization of the territory in 1851.
However, in 1861 the outbreak of the Civil War
disrupted the Society’s progress. In June of 1861 Col.
J. B. Grayson joined several other Army officers who
resigned their commission to join the Confederate
forces in the East. A month later, Confederate troops
under Lt. Col. John Baylor entered Mesilla. In January of 1862 more Confederate troops under Gen.
Henry Sibley arrived and headed up the Rio Grande.
After a battle at Fort Craig south of Socorro, Sibley
and his forces entered and raided Albuquerque and
Santa Fe, before being stopped at the Battle of Glorieta Pass where they lost their supply wagons. The
Confederates were forced to retreat back down the
Rio Grande, leaving New Mexico in June. Even after
the Confederate’s departure there was turmoil in the
territory as Gen. James Carleton and his California
Volunteers and the New Mexico Militia conducted
several campaigns against various Indian groups.
Meanwhile, the Historical Society of New Mexico tried to continue as usual, but the loss of so many
members as they left the territory and the disruption
of business was too much. So on September 23, 1863,
the remaining members adjourned sine dei, and the
curator commenced selling and disbursing the Soci-
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ety’s furnishing and collections to
pay their debts.
nent spacious quarters to house
For the next nineteen years, the
and display them. ConsequentSociety lay dormant until David J.
ly, Prince successfully negotiated
Miller, the chief clerk and translawith the territorial government
tor for the Federal Surveyor Generto use the rooms on the east end
al, and Louis Felsenthal, one of the
of the Palace of the Governors as
original charter members, decided
a museum that would be opened
to resurrect the Historical Socito the public. The year before in
ety of New Mexico. In December
1884 Prince had also successfulof 1880 they placed an ad in the
ly petitioned the legislature to
newspaper calling for a meeting of
provide $400 annually to use for
those interested in doing so, purthe Society’s collections.
posely choosing December 26, the
After more than two decades
anniversary date of the original orof this arrangement, in 1909 cirganization date. The two men got
cumstances changed once again.
an enthusiastic response, and those
Despite being a member of the
who attended included Gen. A. M.
Territorial Council, Prince was
Atkinson, territorial surveyor genunable to stop the legislature
L. Bradford Prince,
President of HSNM 1884-1922
eral; William G. Ritch, territorial
from establishing the Museum
Courtesy Library of Congress
secretary and later as acting goverof New Mexico, whose first the
nor; Samuel Ellison, once the clerk
director was Edgar L. Hewett.
of the Territorial Supreme Court
The final arrangement was that
and the current Territorial Librarian; Sol Spiegel- the new museum would display its exhibits in the west
berg, related to the famous Spiegelberg Brothers, and
end of the Palace of the Governors, while the Society’s
L. Bradford Prince, the current Chief Justice of the museum remained in the east rooms. The two entities
Territorial Supreme Court, who would later serve as coexisted, sometimes under tense circumstances, in the
governor and territorial legislator and led efforts for same building for the next several years.
statehood. Regular meetings commenced in late JanThe Society’s museum lost its biggest supporter
uary of 1881, at which time officers were elected, with
when Prince died in 1922. Unfortunately, there was
William Ritch serving as president.
no one to step forward to take the helm. Consequently,
The Historical Society of New Mexico resumed over the next few years, the operations and oversight
collecting items of historical interest and providing
of the Society’s collections fell to the Museum of New
lectures for its members. One of its biggest boosters Mexico. The Historical Society of New Mexico thus
was L. Bradford Prince. In 1883, he was elected presquietly ended its museum program, and in 1970 it forident, and would serve in that capacity until his death
mally donated all of its collections to the Museum of
in 1922. Under his guidance the Society’s collections New Mexico.
grew to the point that the organization needed perma-

Sailing on Gaston Lake at edge of White Sands
outside of Alamogordo
Couresy of the Tularosa Basin History Museum
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Conserving a Piece of the Works Progress Administration
The Tularosa Historical Society Brings 1930s Diorama Back to Life
by Donna Milburn
Tularosa Basin History Museum
One of the jewels of
Several years ago the
the Tularosa Basin is the
White Sands National MonWhite Sands National
ument did extensive remodMonument. Established
eling of their exhibits, retirby President Herbert
ing the New Deal diorama.
Hoover on January 18,
They found a good home for
1933, the monument
the diorama as a permanent
had been the brain child
loan to the Tularosa Basin
of local insurance agent
Museum of History, operand civic booster, Tom
ated by the Tularosa Basin
Charles. But with the
Historical Society. There,
nation now in the midst
the diorama could still be enof the Great Depression
joyed by school children and
the monument opened
museum visitors.
in April of the next year
Upon inspecting their new
Dr. Silvia Marinas carefully cleans and restores the WPA diorama
under a economic cloud.
addition, TBHSM realized
of the Tularosa Basin and surrounding mountains
(courtesy Tularosa Basin History Museum)
Soon thereafter, Presthat after nearly seventy
ident Franklin D. Rooyears on display at the White
sevelt introduced an economic restoration plan, the Sands National Monument, the diorama needed some
“New Deal,” in which citizens were put to work in conservation work. The museum turned to Dr. Silvarious projects, thus causing the flow of money to revia Marinas, Professor of Museum Conservation at
sume. The new monument was one of the beneficiaries
the New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, for
of the new New Deal programs. Under the auspices of guidance. Dr. Marinas had created the Museum Conthe Works Progress Administration, unemployed men
servation Program at NMSU, which offered a B.F.A.
came to the gypsum dunes in the middle of the Tularo- degree and minor in museum conservation for undersa Basin to build a new adobe visitor’s center and mugraduates and a Museum Studies Graduate Certificate
seum, begun in 1936 and completed two years later.
for graduate students. There are only three such proTo help build exhibits, the monument turned to angrams for undergraduates in the United States. In adother New Deal program, the Federal Arts Projects,
dition to teaching museum conservation courses, Dr.
in which the government had artists to provide decMarinas is an art conservator and archaeologist.
oration and artwork for a variety of federal building
Understanding what needed to be done, the Tuprojects. Ray Stanford Strong and a team of artists larosa Basin Museum of History’s all-volunteer memwere chosen to creat a diorama depicting the geologibers proceeded to fundraise the necessary $3,000
cal formation of the White Sands, the Tularosa Basin, through grants and donations. In August 2017 they
and the surrounding mountains.
were awarded $1,000 by the Historical Society of New
The National Park Service hired the well-known Mexico through its Grant Program. They also were
diorama artist Ray Stanford Strong in May of 1939
awarded a grant from the New Deal Preservation Soafter he finished several projects for the Golden Gate
ciety. With the combined grants and generous donors,
International Exposition. His first assignment involved
the museum soon reached their goal.
three large dioramas to be used at the newly-opened
In November in 2017 Dr. Marinas and Amanda
visitor center at the White Sands National Monument.
Castillo, a graduate of the NMSU Museum ConserThe dioramas were installed by June of 1940.
vation Program, cleaned and repaired the diorama.
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Today, the diorama in its restored vivid colors is on display at the Tularosa Basin Museum of History in Alamogordo, New Mexico. This project is just one example of many on how the HSNM Grant Program helps
individuals and organizations preserve the history of
New Mexico.
Restored White Sands National Monument diorama, now on
display at the Tularosa Basin Museum of History, Alamogordo.
Artist, Ray Stanford Strong.
(courtesy Dawn Moore Santiago)

Images of Alamogordo, Tularosa Basin,
and the Sacramento Mountains

Courtesy of Tularosa Basin History Museum, co-sponsor of the 2018 New Mexico History Conference
Military and Space Age

Tularosa, est. 1862

Railroad
Mescalero

Join the Historical Society of New Mexico
The Historical Society of New Mexico is open to anyone interested in
New Mexico and its history
NAME(S) __________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________
___ New
___ Renewal

CITY, STATE, ZIP ____________________________________________________
EMAIL ____________________________________________________________

Choose a Membership Level (one-year period ending December 31st)
___ $10

Full-time students, including college and university students

___ $20

Teachers (K-12)

___ $30

Seniors (age 65+), Veterans, Active Duty Military

___ $40

Individual
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______ Donation to HSNM—In honor of __________________ In memory of ___________________
______ Donation in support of HSNM partnerships with educational partners
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE______________________
Please make check or money order payable to and remit to HSNM, P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, NM 87504-1912

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

HSNM Programs and Sponsorships
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